RICHARD AUNGERPYLE 
commonly called 
RICHARD de BURY, 
Biſhop of Durham. 


ICHARD AUNGERVYLE commonly known by the name of 

Richard de Bury, was born at St. Edmundſbury in Suffolk, in 1281, 
the ninth of King Edward I. His father Sir Richard Aungervyle Knight 
dying while he was young, his Uncle Willoby, a Prieſt, took a par- 
ticular care of his education; and when he was fit, ſent him to Oxford, 
where he ſtudied Philoſophy and Divinity, and diſtinguiſhed himſelf by 
his learning, and regular and exemplary life. When he had finiſhed his 
ſtudies there, he became a Benedictine Monk at Durham. Soon after he 
was made Tutor to Prince Edward, afterwards King Edward III. And 
being Treaſurer of Guienne in 1325, he ſupplied Queen label, when ſhe 
was plotting againſt her Huſband King Edward II, with a large ſum of 
money out of that Exchequer. : For which being queſtioned by the King's 
party, he narrowly eſcaped to Paris, where he was forced to hide himſelf. 
ſeven days in the tower of a Church. When King Edward III came to the 
Crown, he loaded his Tutor Aungervyle with honours and preferments. 
For he at firſt made him his Cofferer, then Treaſurer of the Wardrobe, 
Archdeacon of Northampton, Prebendary of Lincoln, Sarum, and Lichfield 


and afterwards Keeper of the Privy Seal. This laſt place he enjoyed five 


years, and was in that time ſent twice Embaſſador to the Pope. In 1333 
he was promoted to the Deanery of Wells, and before the end of the ſame 
year, being chofen Biſhop of Durham, he was conſecrated about the end 
of December + at Chertſey in Surry; the Kings of England and Scotland, 


 ® Boſton and Roſſe of Warwick teſtify, that In 
e ¶ philoſophia tam divina quam humana / magnus 
7 i. e. He became very eminent for his know- 
ledge both in 1 and in Divinity. | 
+ Biſhop Godwin ſays, he was conſecrated the 


2 19th of 3 hut FA appears from Walſingham 


that it was a miſtake. For the perſon conſecrated 


about that time, was a Monk of Durham, whom the 


reſt of the Monks had choſen Biſhop, againſt the 
King's 


King's inclination. Wherefore, upon the King's re- 
commendation, the Pope nominated Richard de Bury 
who was conſecrated accordingly, cite poſt feſtum na- 
talis domini, ſoon after Chriſtmas. The Monk being a 


Biſhop without a Biſhoprick, fine Epiſcopatu Epiſcopus, 
returned to his Cloyſter, where he died foon after. 


I cannot, by the way, but take notice of a very vi- 


ſible miſtake that hath crept into Walſingham, at 24 
line of page 133; the words nomine renn de Bury 
* certainly to be blotted out- 
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the Queen, the two Archbiſhops; five Biſhops; ſeven Earls, and many other 
perſons being preſent. The next year he was appointed High-Chancellor, 


3 


= and in 1336 Treaſurer of England. In 1338 he was twice ſent with other 


pole. 


2 Commiſſioners to treat of a peace with the King of France, tho“ to no pur- 
As to his Character, he was not only one of the learnedeſt men of 
his time, but alſo a very great patron and encourager of Learning. Pe- 
3 trarch he frequently correſponded with: And had for his Chaplains, Tho- 
3 mas Bradwardin and Richard Fitzralph, aſterwards Archbiſhops, the firſt 
c- 5 of Canterbury, and the ſecond of Armagh; Richard Bint worth ſoon after 


— 


Ba Biſhop of London, and Walter Seagrave of Chicheſter; and Walter Bufley, 
J. Mandut, Robert Holcot, R. Killington, Doctor of Divinity, the moſt 

eminent men in that age. His cuſtom was, to have ſome of his attendants 

read to him while he was at meals, and when they were over, to diſcourſe 

with his Chaplains upon the ſame ſubject. He was likewiſe of a very boun- 


| tiful and charitable temper; every week he made eight quarters of wheat 
into bread, and gave it to the Poor. 
Durham and Newcaſtle, he diſtributed eight pounds ſterling in alms; be- 
tween Durham and Stockton five pounds; between Durham and Auckland 
five marks; and between Durham and Middleham five pounds. But the 
nobleſt inſtance of his generoſity and munificence, was the public Library 
he founded at Oxford, for the uſe of the ſtudents. This Library he fur- 


Whenever he travelled between 


3 | | niſhed with the beſt collection of Books that was then in England; fixed 
1 | | it in the place where Durham, now Trinity-College, was built afterwards; 
| and writ a treatiſe containing rules for the management of the Library, 
how the Books were to be preſerved, and upon what conditions lent out 
to Scholars}. He appointed five keepers, to whom he granted yearly fal- 


_ This Book he entitled Philobiblos from whence 
py he came to be called himſelf Philobiblos, a lover of 
-1 Books; and very juſtly, if, as he ſays himſelf in the 
preface to it, his love of was ſo violent, that it 
1 put him in a kind of rapture, and made him neglect 
=p » | all his other affairs. 
. January, 1344 · 5, being juſt ſixty - three years of age, 
| | which appears from a memorandum at the end of the 
copy in the Cottonian Library, inter Codices MSS, 
nondum in loculis repoſitos, IV. 3. It was printed at 
Spires in 1483, at Paris by Badius Aſcenſius in 1500, 
by the learned Thomas James at Oxford in 1599, 4 to. 
and at Leipſic in 1674, at the end of ogg rg 
. Epi Centuria una, ex bibliotheca Melch. Haimins- 
ldi. It is alſo in manuſcript, not orly in the Cot- 
tonian library, as appears by the margin, but 
| * 
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e finiſhed it at Auckland, 24 


the Royal, and other libraries at Oxſord and Cam- 
bridge, &c. The book is written in very indifferent 


Latin, and a declamatory ſtyle: It is divided into 


20 chapters: In the I. he praiſes wiſdom, and books 
in which it is contained. II. That books are to be 
preferred to riches and pleaſure, III. That they 
onght to be always bought. IV. How much good 
afiſes from books, and that they are miſuſed only by 
ignorant people. V. That good Monks write books, 
but the bad ones are otherwiſe employed. VI. The 
praiſe of the ancient begging Friers, with a reproof 
of the modern ones, VII. In the 7th he bewails the 
loſs of books, by fire and wars. VIII. Heſhews what 
fine opportunities he had of collecting books, whilſt 
he was Chancellor and Treaſurer, as well as during 
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Biſiop of Durham: 


aries$. This worthy Perſon having thus employed himſelf in works of 
Charity and Munificence, died at his Manor of Auckland, April 24, 1345; 
and was buried in the ſouth part of the croſs aile of the Cathedral Church 
of Durham, to which he had been a benefactor. | 


his embaſſes. IX. That the antients out-did the 
moderns in hard ſtudying. X. That learning is by 
degrees arrived to perfection, and that he had pro- 
cured a Greek and Hebrew Grammar. XI. That the 
Law and Law - books, are not properly learning. 
XII. The uſefulneſs and neceſſity of Grammar. XIII. 
An apology for Poetry, and the uſefulneſs ef it. XIV. 
Who ought to love books. XV. The manifold ad- 
vantages of learning. XVI. Of writing new books, 
and mending the old. XVII. Of uſing books well, 
and how to place them. XVIII. An anſwer to his 
calumniators. XIX. Upon what conditions books 
are to be lent to ſtrangers. XX. Concluſion. Beſides 
this Philobiblos, our author writ— Epi/tolarum 

Familiarium 
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Familiarium Librum unum. Some of theſe letters are to 
Petrarch, with whom he kept a correſpondence, and 
who had defired his opinion about the Thule of the 
ancients, _— He alſo compoſed Orationes ad Princi· 
pes, in one book. Some think it was not Aunger- 
vyle, but his chaplain R. Holcot, who writ the Phi- 
lobiblos. 


$ At the diſſolution of religious houſes in Henry 
the VIII th's, reign, Durham college being diffolved 
among the reſt, ſome of the books of this valuable 
collection were removed to the public library, ſome 
to Baliol-college, and ſome came into the hands of 
Dr. George Owen, a JANES at Godſtow, who 
bought the ſaid college of king Edward VI. 
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